NAEMT

Serving our nation’s EMS practitioners

NEWS RELEASE

August 12, 2011 FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Contact: Rebecca Dinan Schneider

1-800-346-2368

rebecca.dinan@naemt.org

NAEMT RELEASES NEW POSITION STATEMENT ON
LEAD FEDERAL AGENCY FOR EMS

Clinton, Miss. — In a new position statement approved by the NAEMT Board of Directors and
published today, the National Association of Emergency Medical Technicians (NAEMT) supports
the establishment of a lead agency or administration within a cabinet-level department to lead
EMS efforts at the federal level, including development and implementation of a national EMS
framework and coordination of all EMS programs and activities undertaken throughout the

federal government.

NAEMT believes that, as the core function of EMS is the provision of medical care to patients
outside of the hospital, this lead agency should be located within the Department of Health and

Human Services.

The statement notes that the delivery of EMS is a local function that should and must be
managed locally, at the municipal, county, and regional levels. Those who are responsible for
the delivery of these services look to our federal government to provide broad leadership and
support to the efforts of all EMS systems and practitioners, identify and document best practices
in the clinical and operational realms, and remove impediments to quality and progress. The
statement also includes a list of responsibilities for which the lead federal agency for EMS should

be responsible.

“The designation of a lead agency for emergency medical services is a giant step towards
implementation of a national framework and enhanced coordination of all EMS at the local, state
and national level,” says James Judge, chair of NAEMT's Advocacy Committee. “As the leader in

advocating for EMS at the national level, NAEMT felt it important to take a stand on this issue.”
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Through publication of position statements, the NAEMT Board of Directors takes a stand on issues
of importance to the EMS profession. View the full position statement and other published

positions here: www.naemt.org/advocacy/naemt_positions.aspx.

More than 32,000 members strong, NAEMT is the nation’s only professional association
representing all EMS practitioners, including paramedics, emergency medical technicians, first
responders and other professionals working in prehospital emergency medicine. NAEMT members
work in all sectors of EMS, including government service agencies, fire departments, hospital-
based ambulance services, private companies, industrial and special operations settings, and in

the military.



