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Frank K. Butler, Jr., MD, is retired as Captain, Medical Corps, U.S. Navy and is staff ophthalmologist
for the Naval Hospital, Pensacola, Fla.

He currently chairs the Committee on Tactical Combat Casualty Care and serves as a medical
consultant for the Navy Medical Lessons Learned Center. He also serves as president of DSO
Medical Consultants, LLC, and as a member of the board of the Undersea and Hyperbaric Medical
Society.

In addition to serving as a member of the PHTLS Executive Council, Butler is a member of the
NOAA Diving Medical Review Board and an ophthalmology consultant for Diver's Alert Network.

Previously, Butler was command surgeon for the United States Special Operations Command;
editor, Journal of Special Operations Medicine; and chair, USSOCOM Biomedical Initiatives Steering
Committee. He served as a surgeon through the Joint Task Force Five in Afghanistan in 2003 and
as Biomedical Research Director for Naval Special Warfare Command. He's also worked as Chief of
Ophthalmology, Naval Hospital Pensacola; Diving Medical Research Officer, Navy Experimental
Diving Unit; Platoon Commander for SEAL Team One and Platoon Commander for Underwater
Demolition Team Twelve.

After attending the Georgia Institute of Technology and earning his M.D. from the Medical College of
Georgia, Butler worked as an intern in family practice at the Navy Regional Medical Center,
Jacksonville, Fla., from 1980-1981. He completed his ophthalmology residency at the National Naval
Medical Center, Bethesda, Md., and served as chief resident, Undersea Medical Officer Training,
Navy Undersea Medical Institute.

Butler is a Fellow of the American Academy of Ophthalmology and a member of the Undersea and
Hyperbaric Medical Society, Special Operations Medical Association, Association of Military
Surgeons of the United States, American Medical Association and Wilderness Medical Society.

He has published in more than 20 publications, textbooks and symposiums, including for the
Undersea Medical Society, Ophthalmology, and the Annals of Surgery.



