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Please	Support	H.R.	1876/S.	781	
	the	Good	Samaritan	Health	Professionals	Act	of	2017	

Request	

Please	support	H.R.	1876/S.	781,	the	Good	Samaritan	Health	Professionals	Act	of	2017	introduced	by	
Congresswoman	Marsha	Blackburn	(R-TN)	and	Senator	Bill	Cassidy	(R-LA)	to	shield	health	care	
professionals,	including	EMS	practitioners,	from	liability	under	federal	or	state	law	when	they	volunteer	
their	services	during	a	federally	declared	disaster.	This	bill	offers	the	needed	protections	for	EMS	and	
the	patients	they	serve	in	response	to	catastrophic	events.		

Background	

Over	ten	years	ago,	Hurricane	Katrina	devastated	the	southeastern	seaboard	and	forever	changed	the	
lives	of	millions	of	Americans.	In	the	aftermath	of	that	disaster,	there	was	a	shortage	of	medical	
volunteers	available	to	provide	care	to	injured	victims.	Currently,	federal	law	does	not	provide	good	
Samaritan	protection	to	healthcare	professionals	who	spontaneously	volunteer	their	medical	services	
when	disasters	are	unfolding,	nor	does	it	protect	those	volunteers	who	cross	state	lines	to	treat	victims	
of	disasters.		

In	addition,	the	current	patchwork	of	state	laws	that	aim	to	incentivize	medical	volunteerism	are	
ambiguous	and	inconsistent.	This	legal	environment	results	in	volunteer	health	professionals	being	
turned	away	by	authorities	or	forced	to	limit	their	services.	

H.R.	1876/S.	781	would	provide	narrowly-tailored,	civil	liability	protection	to	licensed	health	care	
professionals,	including	EMS	practitioners,	who	volunteer	during	federally	declared	disasters	as	well	as:		

• Ensure	healthcare	volunteers'	ability	to	provide	timely,	high-quality	healthcare	services	to	
victims	of	these	disasters	anywhere	in	our	country.	

• Enhance	clarity	and	consistency	regarding	the	patchwork	of	state	laws	that	encourage	medical	
volunteerism.		

• Promote	coordination	between	state	and	federal	agencies	and	licensing	boards	following	a	
disaster	to	coordinate	volunteers	and	encourage	the	verification	of	medical	volunteers'	
licensure	as	soon	as	possible.	

Cost	

No	CBO	score	at	this	time.	

Contact	

To	learn	more	about	this	bill	or	cosponsor	H.R.	1876,	please	contact	Meghan	Stringer	(Rep.	Marsha	
Blackburn)	at	Meghan.stringer@mail.house.gov	or	Martha	Cramer	(Rep.	David	Scott)	at	
martha.cramer@mail.house.gov.	To	learn	more	about	this	bill	or	cosponsor	S.	781	in	the	Senate,	please	
contact	Mary	Moody	(Senator	Cassidy)	at	Mary_Moody@cassidy.senate.gov.		

Current	Cosponsors	

A	list	of	cosponsors	as	of	April	3,	2018,	of	H.R.	1876	and	S.	781	is	on	the	back	of	this	document.	
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H.R.	1876	Cosponsor	List	(Alphabetical	by	Last	Name)

Rep.	Allen,	Rick	W.	[R-GA-12]	
Rep.	Amodei,	Mark	E.	[R-NV-2]	
Rep.	Babin,	Brian	[R-TX-36]	
Rep.	Bera,	Ami	[D-CA-7]	
Rep.	Bilirakis,	Gus	M.	[R-FL-12]	
Rep.	Brooks,	Susan	W.	[R-IN-5]	
Rep.	Bucshon,	Larry	[R-IN-8]	
Rep.	Clarke,	Yvette	D.	[D-NY-9]	
Rep.	Crawford,	Eric	A.	"Rick"	[R-AR-1]	
Rep.	Curbelo,	Carlos	[R-FL-26]	
Rep.	DesJarlais,	Scott	[R-TN-4]	
Rep.	Duncan,	John	J.,	Jr.	[R-TN-2]	
Rep.	Dunn,	Neal	P.	[R-FL-2]	
Rep.	Ferguson,	A.	Drew,	IV	[R-GA-3]	
Rep.	Fitzpatrick,	Brian	K.	[R-PA-8]	
Rep.	Flores,	Bill	[R-TX-17]	
Rep.	Franks,	Trent	[R-AZ-8]	
Rep.	Gibbs,	Bob	[R-OH-7]	
Rep.	Gonzalez-Colon,	Jenniffer	[R-PR-At	Large]	
Rep.	Harris,	Andy	[R-MD-1]	
Rep.	Herrera	Beutler,	Jaime	[R-WA-3]	
Rep.	Johnson,	Bill	[R-OH-6]	

Rep.	Joyce,	David	P.	[R-OH-14]	
Rep.	Kelly,	Mike	[R-PA-3]	
Rep.	LaMalfa,	Doug	[R-CA-1]	
Rep.	Lance,	Leonard	[R-NJ-7]	
Rep.	Marshall,	Roger	W.	[R-KS-1]	
Rep.	Meadows,	Mark	[R-NC-11]	
Rep.	Messer,	Luke	[R-IN-6]	
Rep.	Olson,	Pete	[R-TX-22]	
Rep.	Roe,	David	P.	[R-TN-1]	
Rep.	Ruiz,	Raul	[D-CA-36]	
Rep.	Ruppersberger,	C.	A.	Dutch	[D-MD-2]	
Rep.	Scott,	David	[D-GA-13]	
Rep.	Sensenbrenner,	F.	James,	Jr.	[R-WI-5]	
Rep.	Sessions,	Pete	[R-TX-32]	
Rep.	Sherman,	Brad	[D-CA-30]	
Rep.	Smucker,	Lloyd	[R-PA-16]	
Rep.	Stivers,	Steve	[R-OH-15]	
Rep.	Walberg,	Tim	[R-MI-7]	
Rep.	Weber,	Randy	K.,	Sr.	[R-TX-14]	
Rep.	Wenstrup,	Brad	R.	[R-OH-2]	
Rep.	Yoho,	Ted	S.	[R-FL-3]	

	

S.	781	Cosponsor	List	(Alphabetical	by	Last	Name):	

Sen.	Boozman,	John	[R-AR]	
Sen.	Inhofe,	James	M.	[R-OK]	
Sen.	King,	Angus	S.,	Jr.	[I-ME]	
Sen.	Manchin,	Joe,	III	[D-WV]	
Sen.	Shaheen,	Jeanne	[D-NH]	

	


